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1, The Importance of the Subject makes me ftay longer with the Odfervator than 


2. How he has Prov’d the Authenticknefs of St. Edward’s Laws. 


es in behalf of Coercion, 
, This turns Intirely againft him. 


And to be the Foundation of Magna Charta, His Demonftration from the Plots 


: His Appeal from Weftminfter-Hall to the Parliament. The Parliament cannot 


AG: without, far lefs Azainft the King. Lawyers made Umpires of Conference. 
6. If the Difpute be concerning the Parliament, we mult go to the Lav, and 


to Lawyers. 


7. The Layers in 48, cou’d not Quote any Law of England for bringing the King 
toa Tryal. The Law is Plaiz in fome Cafes (particularly as to Coercion) with- 


out need of Confulting any Lawyers. 


8, The Lawyers the belt fades, whether St. Edward's Laws are Laws now 


with Us. 
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His Obfervator is fuch 
a Teazing Dua, 
he'll ner let you 

He pails you by the 


Country-man. 


have done with him. 


Sleeve, and ftill bids you Axfwer him 
Queftions. In his of the Firft of laft Month, 


N. 57. he has Aboundance. Ay and 47- 
fwers your Perlous Queftions too about Co- 
ercion, and upon my Word he Vapours over 
you! And Mobb Ga—a—pe when they Read 
him, and Cry Viétoria ! 


(1.) Kehearfal, 1 thought to have left him, 
and goneto Another the Beginning of this 
Volume. But to Over-Oblige him, and be- 
caufe this Subject of Coercion is of fuch 
Mighty Jmportance, (even 2s much as the 
Lives and Crowns of all our Kizgs and Queens, 
and the Peace and Happinefs of Great Bri- 
tain are Worth) I will in Anfwer to this 
Objervator endeavour to make this Matter 
fo Plain, that the Meaneft Capacity in ,the 
Nation may be able to Underftand it. And 
if they will Practice accordingly, it will fave 
them trom Cutting one anothers Troars, and 
all the Miferies and Deffruction they have 
brought upon Themfelves, by following this 
Principle of Coercion. Therefore tell me what 
this Obfervator fays in Defence of it, and I 
will try what Asfwer I can give him. 


(2.) Country-m. 1 will begin with his Sax- 
on Laws and thofe of St. Edward, of which 


he Produc’d any other ufuthenticknefs for 
them than the Authority of Lambard? Which 
I told him was by no Means fufticient to 
make them Lams tous. Are the Originals 
of thefe Laws to be found among the Re- 
cords in the Tower (where our Alts of Pare 
liament are kept) that we may have Re- 
courfe to them, and Compare them with 
Lambard’s Edition, and with what Accounts 
Hiftorians or Commentators (fach as Lambara) 
give us of them? We may Appeal from 
a Printed A& of Parliament to the Original, 
in cafe of falfe Printing, have we the like 
Security in Lambard? 

But I put this matter to a fhore Iffuc, 
and that is, whether thofe Laws are Plead- 
able in Wefiminfler-Hall? Or if the Authority 
| Of Lamberd wou’d be thought Sufficient there, 
to Eftablith :thefe as Laws to us, and to Ju- 
ftify Coercion againft all our Laws which Con- 
demn it? 











(3.) Country-m. O, he has feveral 4xfrers 
to that. The fir is, That St. Eawara’s Laws 
continues fliil to be the Foundation of our Mag- 
na Charta. 7 
| Rebearf. But how do’s he make That ap- 
| pear? Are they Recited in Afagna Charta, 
or faid to be the Foundation of it? 
|  Country-m,. He fays no more to that Point: 
}If they be not, they ovghtto be! But he 
| fays, Seconaly, that it is Plain to a Demon 
| Pradiotey that the Kehearfers Laws againft Co- 





you have fpoke a great deal already. But lercion, are far from beiug Pleadable in Wefts 
here in this Obfervaror he fays, I have Prov’d | mimfter-Hall in bis Senjey for not one of the 


the Authentickne/s of St. Edwards Laws, 
Rehearf. This is Bravely faid! 


| Plotters, or their Council, did ever fo much as 
But has | Aledge in Bar of Fudgment, that the Defen- 


dents 


























































































dants (he Meant the Prifoners at the Bar ) 
afted by the late King's Commiffion, againft 
whom there lay no Coercive Power—— Or had 
they Made, any fuch Plea, they woud foon have 
found the. Bench to have Afferted the Coercive 
Power oft the Parliament over the Late King 


James. 


(4.) Rebear/. How do’s the Obfervator 
know that? Now (’m ofa Different Opl- 
nion. That the Beach wou'd have been 
very Loath to Afert the Coercive power 
of the Parliament over the King. Even K. 
Will. wou'd not have taken that Kindly at 
their Hands. They knew the Laws bet- 
ter, and the Abdication upon which the 
Convention went, on Purpofe to Avoid the 
Coercion. 

But hark ye, Mr. Obfervator, what were 
thefe Plotters Try’d for ? Was it not for 
their Afferting of Coercion, and Endeavour- 
ing to put it in Praétice? And thofe 
fame Laws againft Coercion which I have 
Quoted I doubt not were made ufe of 
againft them, or others to the fame 
purpofe. How otherwife cou’d they have 
been Condemn’d? 

Nay, by your Principles they were to be 
Fuftifyd. For they wou’d have Aéted only 
what you and all the Whiggs Maintain, that 
is, the Coercive power of the People over 
both Kings and Parliaments. For thefe Plot- 
ters were fome of the People. 

Country-m. This has itrengthn’d thofe 
Laws you have Quoted againft Coercion, 
when We fee thefe Plotters Condemn’d by 
thofe Laws, Are thofe Laws then Antiqua. 
ted, are they of no more force, even by 
the Revolution? All which the Obfervator 


wou’d have us Believe! 


(5) But, Afafter, his Third and laft Rea- 
fon againftt Appealing to Weflminifter- Hall, 
is beft of all. Thus fays he to his Coun- 
try-Man, But after all, Roger, Weffminfter- 
f1all is ret a proper Place to determin Contre. 
verfies avent Kings breaking their Original 
Coutratt, and whether they become Tyrants by 
fo doing. Thefe ‘things muft be Deter- 
mind by thofe who are joint Legiflators with 
eur Princes, Viz. Our two Houfes of Parlia- 
wert. 

Reheay. Joint Legiflators with our 
Princes—— But then | hope not Withone 
our Princes. Far lefs Againft them! 

How oft have we been fent to Lawyers 
t@ Settle our Confcience about Revolutions 
and different Claims to the Crown? We 
have been told, That Divines have nothing 
to do in this Cafe. But that we mutft 
be Determin’d by the Learned in the Laws 
and our Conftitution. That thefe know belt 
whether a King has Broke his Original Cux- 
trate ? Or whether fo far as to be De- 
pofable for it? Yet here the Objervator | 
turns them all out, as being no Proper 
Fudges in this Matter! No. Buc we mull 
go to the Parliament. 





(6.) Country-m. But tother ps ah 
ed an Att of Parliament to na he Quai 
Il. c. 30, Which {peaking of a false * 
liament, (that is, which was {o Eft. = 
at the time) made it no Parliamens i 
Company of Xebels and foul zi, chy 
who fought to Shelter themfelves upd a 
Name and Autherity of a Parliament ae 
in this Cafe, where there is a Difpute abo, 
the Legality ef a Parliament, it woud he 
Ridiculous to go to that Parliament see 
know whether they were a Parliameys é 
not? For, 2s you told me before, No hae 
liament that ever was in Enoland (before 
that time!) did Affere their own Aathenies 
half fo High as that Rebel-Parliament 
1648. (which Baxter calPd the Parliamar 
tum Beatum) yet they were Adifcreants th 
they took rms and carry’d on a Wy 
againft their Lawful King, for the Goog 
of the Proteftane Religion! And fure the 
Obfervator woud not have me go to fach 
a Parliament as this,to Ask them whether 
they were a Parliament, and an Hone and 
Lavful one too! And whither then mo 
we go to Knew this? Even to the Lamy 
and to Lawyers as knowing thefe beft. 
And yet Vil Warrant there were Lamyers 
in thofe Times who Juftify’d all that was 
then done! 


(7.) Rekearf. But I told you before, That 
none of them, no not Sradfhaw at the 
Mock Tryal of the King, cou’d Produce 
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one Law or Att ef Parliament for what 
they did. They went (with the Obfervator) 
to Old Imaginary Laws of Saxons and 
Original Contracts in the Clouds! But wher 
I fee the Known and Receiv'd Laws {peak 
Full and Exprefs againft Coercion, 1 need 
not ask any Lawyer in the World whe- 
ther Coercion be Lawful? [ may as well 
Ask whether it be Lamful to Kill, Steal, 
or Commit Adultery ? 


(8.) But after all, the Ob/ervator has quite 
miltaken the Qzeftion. For that was not 
whether the King had broken his Original 
Contratt, or were Depofable? Of which he 
will not let Weftminfter-Hall be Fudge (nor 
1 neither) but whether fuch things, as 
Lambara’s Saxon Laws, are Laws with us 
at this Day? And fute Lamyers fhou’d belt 
know what is Law. As whether fuch a 
thing be an 4& of Parliamext or Not? 
For this is the Cafe. 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 
View ofthe Times theic Principles and Practices, 
in the Firft, Second and Third Volumes of 

Kehearfals: With Preface and Indexes or jingle ones 
tothis time. 

HE whole Duty of a Chriftian, by way of 
Queftion and Anfwer cxa@ly purfuant to the 

Methed of the whole Duty of Man, and defign’d 


| for the We of Charity Schools, Price forty Shill. 
| an hundred very fit to be given away. 
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